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Letter from the President
Vanessa Matocha, NEWCNA President

We are already into April, yet it 
seems we just started 2017! I am happy 
to say that, for the first time since taking 
office, NEWCNA has a full slate of officers. 
At our first officer’s meeting we sketched 
out our goals for 2017 and have already 
started working towards accomplishing 
them.

Volunteers who indicated they were 
willing to help choose the Yard of the 
Month (YOM) recently met to set criteria 
they can use to select the YOM. We all 
find different things appealing for our 
yards and the committee needs to take 
into consideration the diversity of yard 
types when choosing a yard to repre-
sent each subdivision. Having multiple 
people and documented criteria will be 
better when choosing YOM. Yards will 
be chosen in the last week of the month 
preceding YOM announcements—the 
last week in March was used to choose 
the April YOM.

I get emails from members asking 
when their membership expires. The 
NEWCNA bylaws state membership runs 
from January 1st to December 31st each 
year. (You can view the bylaws on our 
website.) Beginning on January 1st you 
can renew your membership for the year. 
You can renew at any time during the 
year and it will be active from when you 
renew until the next December 31st.

If you have not yet joined or renewed 
for 2017, please use the membership 
form inside this newsletter. You can also 
join or renew on our website and pay 
your dues via credit card. If joining on 

the website, you must complete BOTH 
the membership form AND the credit 
card payment process (they are separate 
forms).

Only active NEWCNA members 
can vote at the quarterly meetings 
and receive between-newsletter email 
updates. If you are not getting email 
updates you have either not paid your 
current year’s dues or we could not read 
the email address on your membership 
form. If you have paid your dues and are 
not receiving emails from us, email me 
at newcnapres@yahoo.com so we can 
update your email.

Code Notices
NEWCNA has received numerous 

complaints regarding vehicles parked in 
front and side yards, and animals run-
ning wild in the neighborhood.

There are two articles in this news-
letter that have more information on the 
applicable city code for both of these 
issues, as well as ways to get more infor-
mation. Please review these to ensure we 
are all being good neighbors.

If you see a code violation it can be 
reported to the city via 3-1-1.

Quarterly Meeting
Thursday, April 27th 

at 7:00 pm
Holy Word Lutheran Church 

10601 Bluff Bend Dr

NEWCNA News

Northeast Walnut Creek Neighborhood Association April 2017

Upcoming NEWCNA Events
Spring Fling (Picnic) 

May 6, 2017 
North Oaks Park

Neighborhood Garage Sale 
June 3, 2017 

Signs will be put out and an ad placed 
on the Craigslist website.
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https://facebook.com/groups/newcna
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City of Austin
Dial 9-1-1 for Emergencies
Dial 3-1-1 for all other requests including 
non-emergency police, any City of Austin 
services, and reporting code violations.

District 1 Council Member
Ora Houston, 512-978-2101
Ora.Houston@austintexas.gov
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512-974-4343, Household Hazardous Waste
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City Ordinance Prohibiting Front and Side Yard Parking
https://austintexas.gov/department/front-yard-parking

NEWCNA is included in the neigh-
borhoods that prohibit parking vehicles 
in front and side yards by city ordi-
nance. Below are some Frequently Asked 
Questions about the Front and Side Yard 
Parking Ordinance from the City of 
Austin. More information and the full 
FAQs can be found at the link above.

Enforcement of this ordinance is 
driven by citizen reports. To report a 
violation, call our APD Officer Liaison, 
Adam Soliz, at 512-974-8143.

Q: What is the intent of the Front and 
Side Yard Parking Ordinance?

The intent of this ordinance is to pro-
hibit a person from parking a motor 
vehicle in the front or side yard of 
a residential property except in a 
driveway or a paved parking space 
depicted on an approved site plan. 
NOTE: This ordinance does not pro-
hibit parking on the public street.

Q: What is classified as a Residential 
Property?

Residential property includes but is 
not limited to single family houses, 
duplexes, condominiums, town 
houses, and apartment buildings.

Q: What is classified as a Motor 
Vehicle?

A motor vehicle includes, but is not 
limited to, automobiles, motorcycles, 
trucks, vans, motor homes, panel 
trucks, buses, and sports utility vehi-
cles.

Q: What is classified as the Front and 
Side Yard?

(Land Dev. Code Sec. 25-1-21)
A front yard means a yard extending 
the full width of a lot between the 

front lot line and the front setback 
line.
A side yard means a yard extending 
the depth of a lot from the front yard 
to the rear lot line between the side 
lot line and the side setback line. For 
a corner lot, a street side yard is a yard 
that extends from the front yard to 
the rear lot line.

Q: Where can I park my motor vehicle 
within the Restricted Parking Area?

A motor vehicle may only be parked 
on a driveway or paved parking space. 
In addition, a motor vehicle may be 
parked along a street as long as it does 
not block a driveway, sidewalk, alley, 
or access to a fire hydrant or is pro-
hibited by a “No Parking” sign.

Q: Is my driveway or parking area 
required to be paved to comply with 
the Front and Side Yard Parking 
Ordinance?

Yes. New or expanded driveway made 
out of gravel, cinder, crushed stone, 
or dirt is NOT permitted.
Driveway requirements can be found 
in the City of Austin’s online code 
or you can contact the Development 
Assistance Center at 512-978-4000.

Q: What if citations/tickets are left 
unpaid or the violator of this ordi-
nance pays the fine but continues to 
illegally park?

If citations/tickets are not paid or if 
the violator pays the fine but con-
tinues to illegally park, a court 
date is issued. If the offender does 
not appear, an arrest warrant will 
be issued. Repeat offenders will be 
issued additional citations by the 
Austin Police Department.

Vincentian Family Center
901 West Braker Lane

Thrift Store: 
Monday-Saturday 9am - 7pm

Food Pantry: 
Tuesdays 5pm - 7pm 
Saturdays 10am - 12pm

2N1 Salad Bar & Grill: 
Monday - Saturday 7am - 9pm

Events and Dates
• Austin Nature Day 2017 

Saturday, April 22, 2017 
Austin Nature & Science Center

• Statesman Capitol 10k 
Sunday, April 23, 2017

• Dragon Boat Festival 
Saturday, April 29, 2017 
Festival Beach

• Pecan Street Festival 
Saturday, May 6 - Sun, May 7, 2017 
6th Street (Old Pecan Street)

• Mother’s Day 
Sunday, May 14, 2017

• Maifest & Kinderfest 
Saturday, May 20, 2017 
German-Texan Heritage Society

• Memorial Day 
Monday, May 29, 2017

• Father’s Day 
Sunday, June 18, 2017

• Independence Day 
Tuesday, July 4, 2017 
Free concert and fireworks at 
Auditorium Shores
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2017 NEWCNA Membership Form
Any resident (owner or renter) is welcome to join the association. Dues are $20.00 per household and are used to fund news-
letters, meetings, picnics, and other association activities. Credit card payments can be made online for an additional $1 
processing fee. Membership runs from January 1 to December 31 each year.

Information provided on this form is NOT used for solicitation; it is only used to send information from the association to 
active members. Complete all information below - do not assume we have your information!

Name: ______________________________________  Spouse/Other: ____________________________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________________

Email 1: _________________________________________________   Home Phone: ________________________

Email 2: _________________________________________________   Cell Phone: __________________________

I would like to help with the following volunteer activities:

q Block Captain   q Picnics/Social   q Neighborhood Watch   q YOM   q Newsletter Ads   q Clean-Up

Mail this form and $20.00 payment to:

NEWCNA
PO Box 140014

Austin, TX 78714

Office Use Only:   Status:  q Renewal     q New Member

Received on: ________________   by ___________________

Paid via: q Cash   q CC   q Check #_______   Amt: _____

Deposit Date: _________     Date Sticker Issued: _________

What can you get for just $0.05 
a day? An annual membership to 
NEWCNA!

Get news affecting your neigh-
borhood between newsletters 
by joining NEWCNA. As we get 
information, it is passed on to our 
members via email.

When you join NEWCNA and 
provide an email address, you will 
begin receiving these supplemen-
tary updates. We are unable to 
send these notices to non-members.

Cut off the bottom half of this 
page, fill out the membership 
form, and mail it to the listed 
address with your payment. Join us 
today!

Austin Energy Pruning
Austin Energy will be working in 

our neighborhood pruning, and if nec-
essary removing, potentially hazardous 
trees from the high-voltage electric trans-
mission lines. The transmission lines are 
critical links in moving electricity from 
Austin Energy power plants to their 
substations and ultimately the neigh-
borhood. Austin Energy power lines can 
be identified as the high-voltage electric 
cables on the tall metal or wooden poles 
well above the familiar electric lines on 
standard utility poles that distribute 
electricity to individual houses.

Workers plan to evaluate each prop-
erty to determine if tree work is neces-
sary, and if work is required the property 
owner will receive a written Vegetation 
Work Plan (VWP) documenting the pro-
posed work near the transmission line on 
their property.

Federal and State regulations and the 
National Electric Safety Code require 

Austin Energy to maintain the lines in a 
manner to ensure safe and reliable oper-
ation of these high voltage lines. All tree 
work will be performed by Asplundh Tree 
under supervision of a Certified Arborist 
from Austin Energy and Asplundh.

If you have any questions about the 
proposed tree work or any tree replace-
ments for individual properties please con-
tact Carl Schattenberg, Utility Forester, 
at 512-322-6931 or Ray Henning, 
Line Clearance Superintendent, at 
512-322-6930.
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Volunteer Opportunity Descriptions
Block Captain: Deliver newsletters to specified addresses quarterly. Periodically we have other announcements that 
need to go out to residents such as notifications about the picnics and social events, neighborhood garage sale, etc. 
We aim for 10-15 houses per Block Captain.

Picnics / Social: We need people to help plan, set-up and clean-up for NEWCNA social activities.

Yard of the Month: We need people to scout their neighborhood subdivision (North Oaks, Hillside, and Four 
Seasons) to tell us what yard they feel should receive the award each month from April to October. Come be part of 
the selection team!

Advertising: We need individuals who are be willing to go to businesses, especially in the surrounding area, to ask 
if they would like to run an advertisement in the NEWCNA quarterly newsletter. Ads help offset the cost of the news-
letter.

Clean-Up: Meets periodically to collect trash and debris around the neighborhood as designated by the committee 
chair. Help keep our neighborhood beautiful!

Neighborhood Watch: This is set up per-block or per-street and only works if people in the designated area are 
willing to participate. We need at least 50% participation in an area to designate it as a Neighborhood Watch area. 
If you want one on your street, volunteer to help! Training will be provided.

Let us know about any other opportunities you would like to help with that will benefit newcna. This is your association, 
it is only as good as the people who help make it great!

Wedgewood Property Update
Vanessa Matocha

Many of you have written to inform 
me that there was a new road cut into the 
Peterson property and that you were wit-
nessing the homeless moving back onto 
the property as well as individuals drop-
ping off items for the homeless. While 
many people want to help those less for-
tunate, going onto the Peterson property 
is an act of trespassing. No changes can 
be made to the property without express 
permission by the homeowner.

On March 20th I contacted both 
Brent Campbell the realtor and APD 
Officer Soliz regarding the neighbor-
hood’s safety concerns. Mr. Campbell 
and Officer Soliz responded to my email 
very quickly and we had an ongoing 
dialogue for most of the morning. We 
learned the road was not cut by the 
Petersons or with their permission from 
any of their representatives. APD was out 
on the property that day and spoke to 

the individual with the gray F350 about 
clearing the road and trespassing.

Mr. Campbell wrote me an email 
stating, “I totally understand it needs to 
be taken care of. We will assist the police 
however we can so the neighborhood is 
safe.” Officer Soliz also wrote me stat-
ing, “Unfortunately the CTN that was 
in place has expired and we are working 
on getting another completed with Mr. 
Campbell. Until this is completed … we 
are in limbo.” Officer Soliz later wrote 
me and stated, “I went by this afternoon, 
along with another officer. We found a 
camp site adjacent to the ‘new road’ with 
several persons and a truck. We could 
not officially do anything with them, but 
had them start clearing out their camp-
site and trash.”

He stated several officers will be 
going out on ATVs to check as much 
of the property as they can. He further 

stated the long-term solution falls on the 
owner of the property to hire a crew to 
clean trash and such off the property.

It is good news for the neighbor-
hood that both the landowner and APD 
are willing to work together to keep the 
property clear and our neighborhood 
safe from additional fires and other 
issues. Mr. Campbell was quite generous 
and asked that I let him know if there 
were any further concerns.

While there is interest by some 
groups in developing this property, 
there are no definite plans at this time. 
Mr. Campbell has stated if there are 
any developments he will let me know 
as he would like to facilitate a meeting 
with NEWCNA and any developer. I will 
keep active NEWCNA members updated 
via email if anything develops, and those 
who are not members can look for news 
in the next quarterly newsletter.
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Dealing with Fire Ants
Debra Sue Trinque

When my family first moved to 
Austin I found out the hard way about 
fire ants while standing at a bus stop. 
It wasn’t long after we moved into our 
house that I discovered we had fire 
ants in our yard as well. Friends told 
me that to kill the fire ants I needed to 
pour boiling water on the mound. This 
just resulted in the fire ants moving the 
mound to a new location.

Next, I went to the home improve-
ment store and purchased “Fire Ant 
Killer”. Instructions stated to sprin-
kle the granules on the mound so the 
worker ants would take them in and 
feed them to the queen. Kill the queen, 
kill the mound. For years I faithfully 
followed these instructions, but this did 
not help eradicate these pests from my 
yard.

Recently I was informed that the 
best way to treat fire ants is to spread 
the bait throughout the yard using a 
lawn fertilizer spreader. The fire ants 
are more likely to treat it as food and 
actually take it back to the mound. I 
tried this method a few weeks ago, and 
it seems to have worked! Finally, a light 
at the end of the tunnel and a chance to 
enjoy my yard without being attacked.

Stats are year-to-date for each year, for comparison.

Type ’16 ’17

Abandoned Vehicle 5 2

Aggravated Assault (All) 5 1

Aggravated Robbery 1 1

Assault (All) 6 8

Auto Theft 2 1

Burglary (All) 6 15

Check Welfare 2 0

Child Custody Inerfere 0 4

Crash (All) 3 3

Cred/Debit Card Abuse 1 1

Criminal Mischief 5 5

Criminal Trespass 
Notice

3 3

Custdy Arrst Traff Warr 1 4

Dating Disturbance 2 2

Deadly Conduct 1 0

Disturbance - Other 4 2

Driving W/License Invld 1 0

DWI (All) 3 1

Evading (All) 1 0

Failure to Identify 0 1

Family Disturbance 23 12

Found Property 1 1

Fraud - Other 2 0

Harassment 1 0

Lost Property 1 1

Poss of Drug (All) 2 2

Public Intoxication 0 1

Request to Locate 0 1

Suspicious Person 2 0

Theft (All) 9 3

Traffic Violation - Other 0 1

Viol City Ord - Other 1 0

Viol State Law - Other 0 1

Warr Arrest Non-Traffic 1 1

APD Crime Stats

Market In A Minute:  Nationally, interest rates are on the rise with continued 
pressure from the Fed.  The median price of a home in the Austin Area for 
February was $287,000 (up 7% from this time last year) and Inventory for Buyers 
remains  very tight in our Seller’s market. 

What Does This Mean?  If you are a Seller and thinking about selling your 
home, your position in the market is very strong today.  If you are a Buyer, 
there is inventory available and you have to be ready to seize the 
opportunity!

Prepared by Liz Rogers, REALTOR®
Your NEWCNA Neighbor and Four Seasons Resident

Take a look at our neighborhood stats* for 2017 so far:

*Data Source – Austin MLS

NEWCNA Median Sales Price $254,500

NEWCNA Average Days on Market 46 

Austin Area Months of Inventory Available 2.1

NEWCNA MARKET SNAPSHOT

LizRogers@Stanberry.com       (512) 750-3088        www.facebook.com/lizrogersrealestate/

Animal Code Excerpts
https://www.municode.com/library/
tx/austin/codes/code_of_ordinances

Following are excerpts from the City of 
Austin Municode. Call 3-1-1 if you have fur-
ther questions or wish to report a violation.

§ 3-2-1 Running at large is 
PROHIBITED: Except as specifically pro-
vided in this title, an owner or handler may 
not allow livestock, fowl, a dog, or other 
domestic or dangerous animal or reptile to 
run at large.

§ 3-2-2 Noisy animals: An owner or 
handler may not keep an animal that makes 
frequent or long, continued noise that is dis-
turbing to a person of normal sensibilities.

§ 3-4-6 Defecation by a dog or cat: 
An owner or handler shall promptly remove 
and sanitarily dispose of feces left on pub-
lic or private property by a dog or cat being 
handled by the person, other than property 
owned by the owner or handler of the dog 
or cat.

§ 3-2-5 An animal’s owner shall pro-
vide the animal with shelter that:
• is large enough for the animal to enter, 

stand, turn around, and lie down in a 
natural manner;

• keeps the animal dry;
• provides the animal with natural or 

artificial shade from direct sunlight;
• protects the animal from excessive heat 

and cold and other adverse weather 
conditions; and

• is adequately ventilated.
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Hillside
Berrywood 
Blue Spring Way 
Clearwater Circle 
Fall Creek 
River Oaks Drive 
River Oaks Trail 
Rocky Spring Road 
Springhill Drive 
Springwater Circle 
Wedgewood

North Oaks
Dove Haven Drive 
Glen Cove 
Monterrey Place 
North Oaks Drive 
Oak Haven Cove 
Oak Haven Road 
Oak Trail 
Riddlewood Drive 
Trinity Hill Drive 
Walnut Creek Drive

Four Seasons
April Drive 
August Drive 
February Drive 
January Drive 
July Drive 
June Drive 
March Drive 
May Drive 
September Drive

Black Bean Salad in a Lime-Cilantro Vinaigrette
Jennifer Segal at “Once Upon a Chef”

Servings: 6-8, Prep time: 30 minutes

Ingredients: 
2 15-ounce cans black beans, rinsed  3 ears cooked corn, kernels cut off the cob
2 red bell peppers, diced   2 cloves garlic, minced
2 tablespoons minced shallots, from a medium shallot
2 teaspoons salt    1/4 teaspoon cayenne pepper
2 tablespoons sugar   9 tablespoons extra virgin olive oil
1 teaspoon lime zest (zest limes before juicing)
6 tablespoons fresh lime juice
1/2 cup chopped fresh cilantro (optional)
2 Hass avocados, chopped

Combine all ingredients except for avocados in a large bowl and mix well. Cover and 
chill for a few hours or overnight. Right before serving, add avocados and mix gently, 
being careful not to mash avocados. Garnish with a more chopped cilantro if desired. 
Serve at room temperature.

http://www.onceuponachef.com/recipes/black-bean-salad-with-corn-red-peppers-avocado-lime-cilantro-vinaigrette.html

Stats provided
by REALTOR®:

Jenny Rosas
(512) 568-0483
jennyrosas@ 
realtyaustin.com

Stats for January 1 - March 18, 2017

Status # Street List DOM

Active 11625 River Oaks $269,000 9

Active 11305 April $275,000 29

Pending 11512 Oak $249,900 3

Pending 11309 June $262,500 0

Pending 11651 River Oaks $295,000 4

Sold 800 Monterrey $225,000 34

Sold 11502 June $234,000 1

Sold 905 Rocky Spring $255,972 71

Sold 11508 Oak $260,000 80

Sold 11631 River Oaks $269,500 108

Sold 11506 Trinity Hill $295,000 48

Sold 11615 River Oaks $299,000 13

Ad Rates
Business Card Size $20 
1/4 Page $35        1/2 Page $55 
2/3 Page $75        Full Page $95 
Receive a 15% discount if your ad 
runs for a year (4 issues)! 
Contact newcnapres@yahoo.com

April Meeting 
Speaker
Vanessa Matocha

Our speaker for the April 27th meet-
ing will be from the Neighborhood 
Partnering Program with AmeriCorps 
VISTA.

If you are unfamiliar with their pro-
gram, they partner with neighborhoods 
in developing, resourcing, and executing 
small to medium sized improvement 
projects in the City’s right of way or on 
City owned property. Cost sharing can 
be achieved through cash contributions, 
in-kind contributions, or donated labor 
(more commonly called sweat equity).

Projects they have built include side-
walks, crosswalks, community entrances 
and community gardens, but really, it’s 
up to you, your ideas, and your willing-
ness to complete any projects. They are 
always open to new ideas.

The deadline for applications is 
June 1 and October 1, so if there is a proj-
ect the neighborhood has in mind we 
have time to apply.

Come meet Alix, hear about other 
projects they have completed in neigh-
borhoods like ours, and most impor-
tantly bring your ideas and questions!
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